Review of case-mix corrected survival curves.
Survival is an end point of immense interest in cardiothoracic research. In observational studies, the comparison of survival between groups of patients is usually accomplished using a toolbox that includes Kaplan-Meier survival curves and the Cox model. The Cox model yields comparisons between groups adjusted for case-mix differences, whereas the Kaplan-Meier is a plot of survival over time without adjustment. During the past decade, new methods have emerged for case-mix adjustment of survival curves and are increasingly being used in cardiothoracic research. The purpose of this report is to describe, illustrate, and review several approaches to case-mix adjusted survival (or event-free) curves.